
First Time Renter Checklist

ITEM CHECK

Listing 

You need to comb the listing online, or in the
paper, for information like how much rent is,
the square footage of the property, and who
the contact person is. Find a few places you
would actually feel comfortable living.

Credit Score
There are a lot of places that allow renters
with low credit scores. Regardless, you should
know what your credit score is and what you
can afford. A good rule of thumb is your rent
should be about 1/3 of your monthly income.

Fees & Credit Checks
Be prepared to fill out an application for
each place as well as shell out around $30 a
person so the landlord or property manager
can run a credit check. 

Line Up References
References for a new tenant can look like:
roommates, supervisors, bosses, etc. You
obviously don't have a past landlord. So
choose those who can speak to your
character. 



Touring the Property
Contact the property managers or landlords
and set up a time to go and physically view
the property. You should check for things like: 
- locks that work
- water damage (do the ceilings or walls
have discoloration?) 
- Are you paying the right price for the
amenities offered? 
- Is your furniture going to fit if you have any?
Is it furnished? How nice are the furnishings? 
- Are there neighbors around? Does the area
seem safe?

ITEM CHECK

Actually Applying
Ask what they need from you. Do they have
an application? Do they run a credit check?
Are there utilities they pay or are your
responsible for some or all? Then, you wait!
They will run your credit check and contact
your references. The application will also ask
for your income and they may ask for
paystubs for proof of income. 

Moving Forward
Now, you get to read the lease. I know it's
boring but READ EVERY PAGE. Most landlords
will have you initial every page so you might
as well read them. I cannot stress how much
this part is crucial to having a stress free
renting experience. 



Before you sign the lease look for things like: 
- The amount of rent. Is it the same as what
was in the listing? 
- Any late fees, pet fees, or visitor fees?
- Are you responsible for law maintenance?
Do you remove the snow and ice? 
- What utilities do you pay? 
- Do you need rental insurance? If so,
purchase this around the same time your
lease begins. The insurance company should
send your landlord a copy of your coverage.
Make sure you purchase what your landlord
asks of you if they have a specific liability
they want you to cover. 

Signing the Lease & Insurance

ITEM CHECK

Return the Signed Lease 

Sign and return the lease along with proof of
your renter's insurance. Your move in date
should have been specified on the lease. So,
now you are a new renter! Congrats! Make
sure you don't blow your entire budget trying
to decorate your pad. 
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